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Book the Month Club---September Co-Selection 


Christopher. The Sudden Guest. Coward- 
McCann. Sept. 1946. 250p. $2.50. 


Mr. Farge’s first full-length novel prose story 


68, 
Sept. 


storms, storms physical and storms psychological; 
story laid two levels, the material and the psychic; 
covers but two days the life middle-aged spinster 
Carrel Leckton her summer home Rhode Island’s 
Atlantic coast, two days which she lived through two 
hurricanes, two days which the violence the physical 
storm incited the psychological violence which her 
egocentric soul laid bare for the benefit the reader 
and herself. 


The story begins she unwillingly makes preparations 


meet the hurricane September 1944, preparations which 
recall her mind the disastrous day September 1938 
when her hitherto orderly life was thrown into confusion 
the revolt her niece and ward, Leah Davids, who 
left her marry English Jew, and the unwanted 
intrusion hurricane-wafted guests into her exclusive 
home. The author blends the events the two days 
deftly Miss Leckton’s mind where, save for one two 
incidents, all the action and the introspection occur. Mr. 


Farge has handled this technique efficiently that the 
carried along effortlessly the blended events 


and thoughts the two days are developed. Miss Leckton 
left alone during the second hurricane, her servants 
leave perform more necessary duties elewhere, and 
this blow her self-centeredness which causes her 
mentally the events the first hurricane, process 


which lays bare the soul self-centered, proud, selfish 
woman, psychological isolationist, self-sufficient person 
who, time stress, discovers that she not 
cient but dependent upon the good-will others. Her 
warped personality questions the reasons and significance 
events and her behavior she discovers that her 
conduct and her philosophy have been wrong. the 
storms subside she recognizes that the future can worth- 
while only insofar she herself will make chang- 
ing her attitude toward herself and toward people and 
establishing normal human relationships. 


The descriptions the actual events the hurricane 
are among the best that this reviewer has ever read. There 
are flashy pyrotechnics, overly grandiose periods but 
rather the natural and inexorable course the storm 
waxes into shrilly piercing crescendo fury and then 
subsides quickly and from the height its violence into 
clear, bright calm. The admixture the physical with 
the psychic storm raging within Carrel Leckton master- 
fully handled and the whole book workmanlike 
piece literary craftsmanship one could hope for 
these days. Not major book any means, this 
definitely well done and eminently readable. parable 
allegory seems incomplete although there are some 
points identification with the social storms raging 
through the world today. Its insufficiency lies also 
the fact that carried wholly the human level. 
The introduction profanity and lust the person 
Harry Frosten, though strictly character, restricts the 
book adults. 
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Literary Guild---September Selection 


Weston, Christine. The Dark 
Sept. 1946. 303p. $2.75. 
Stella Harmon refused face the fact that her husband 
Alec had been killed the war. She destroyed the War 
Department’s notification without reading it, and could 
not bring herself look Alec’s grave even though she 
had flown all the way Italy and back expressly see it. 
Her withdrawal into dream world her own making 
caused anxiety her friends, among whom were Dick 
Sparrow, successful divorce lawyer, and his wife Miriam. 
had been through friend Dick’s—the suave State 
Department agent Bill Symes—that Stella had obtained 
plane passage Italy. 
One day while lunching with Miriam Philippe’s 
Third Avenue, Stella and her friend were startled see 
man across the room who was the living image Alec. 
Stella shadowed him for weeks and, after much difficulty 
and some mutual embarrassment, they became friends, 
then adulterous lovers. This man was Major Mark By- 
croft, who had returned from overseas duty only have 
his wife, Regan, walk out him, the same time de- 
manding divorce and the custody their young son 
Neddy. Regan kept secret from everyone, including 
Mark, that her lover was Bill Symes, man unknown 
her husband and known only casually Stella. Thus 
when Stella asks her friend Dick Sparrow help free 
Mark Bycroft from his wife she can marry him, Dick, 
clever lawyer though is, feels though 
squirrel cage when tries explain the astonished 
Stella that has already been trying get Mark 
divorce his wife behalf his client, Bill Symes. 
Mark and Stella off Maine, where she and Alec used 
live, but crisis arises when Mark realizes that Stella 
love with the dead Alec, for whom acting (in 
Stella’s imagination) kind proxy. order lay 
Alec’s ghost once and for all Mark compels Stella 
revisit Italy his company, where they visit Alec’s grave 
and have good look This cures Stella, and she 
emerges from her “dark wood” last. the book closes 
one gathers that double divorce ends happily with 
double marriage: Stella Mark and Regan Symes. 
Mrs. Weston has told her story well, and the plot 
skillful and logical difficult summarize. The 
characters are well drawn with the exception Stella, 
who somehow never becomes convincing, and although 
the book lacks substance contains number shrewd 
insights and has the merit sustained interest. Since the 
characters assume the normalcy and legitimacy adultery 
and divorce, one cannot recommend the book im- 
mature readers. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington, 


Janney, Russell. The Miracle the Bells. 
Hall. Sept. 1946. 497p. $3.00. 

Many community today the grip materialism. 
People work day and night; physical weariness and lack 
money prevent them from enjoying family life and 
from beautifying their drab surroundings. Many their 
leaders, even their priests and ministers, are imbued with 
pessimism and inclined place material values, such 
having the most expensive altar northeastern Penn- 


Prentice 


Weston Janney 


sylvania, above the spiritual depth their 
complete change the way life such 
community can occur under the influence some unuy 
stimulus and change this type the topic 
present book. 


With faith human nature reminiscent 
Human Comedy, Mr. Janney has constructed this 
dramatic and somewhat fantastically exaggerated 
centered Coaltown, anthracite mining 
imaginatively located near Nanticoke, Pennsylvania, 
the heart the Wyoming Valley. Like much 
countryside the people’s souls are covered with spirity 
culm, the debris materialism. From Coaltown 
come Olga Treskovna, hopeful becoming singer 
actress. When Bill Dunnigan, super-publicist for 
way’s biggest musical and girlie shows, happened dry 
during rehearsal minor burlesque house, 
saved her. Years later met her again, took her 
Christmas Eve dinner that was one the 
moments their lives. Then came another 
Hollywood where Bill had become publicist one 
leading studios. His influence enables her obtain 
lead million-dollar production when the temper 
mental Polish star quits the best 
dramatic tradition Olga does 
then dies immediately after the last scene shot and 
when Bill discovers that loves her. Her last 
tions, given Bill, included the ringing the 
her native Coaltown church Saint Michael the 
angel where the funeral services were held. Wit 
Olga’s death Bill’s phenomenal string successes 
and headed immediately toward the nadir 
career. Producer Marcus Harris refused (on the 
that previous film which the star had died was: 
failure and had coincided with death his family) 
release the picture despite the protests the entire 
Then Marcus fired his ace publicist and Bill was left wit 
scarcely enough money defray the expenses 
funeral. 


Bill accompanied the corpse Coaltown 
carry out Olga’s funeral requests. connection with th: 
ringing the bells had brilliant idea, typical the 
publicity stunts had formerly engineered for stage 
screen productions; would have all the bells 
town’s five churches rung day and night for four 
The repercussions this plan, carried out the 
the face many difficulties, were far beyond Bill’s 
conception, passing from his plan publicizing 
great picture spiritual rebirth the entire tow. 
Father Spinsky reforms from power-loving cleric 
humble and charitable pastor; the mine owners decide 
modernize the mining equipment, add safety devices 
provide health services; the atheist union leader become 
the head the early morning Mass movement; 
Paul, the lovable but hitherto unsuccessful pastor, 
quires confidence and begins carry out the reforms 
had planned; Bill reconverted the Faith his 
forefathers; Marcus Harris rehires Bill 
release Olga’s picture; young love and 
Through all the wraith 
Olga moves, sometimes perceptible Bill’s senses and the 
force his increasing love for her directed toward 
hancing the changes the lives her people which het 
memory had initiated. 
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EST 
All the elements best seller are here: extremely 
such popular style; dash romance, spot villainy, devo- 


ideal; social reform effected through spiritual 
Hollywood, Broadway, colorful Jewish producer, 
Polish star and Irish press agent; melodrama, coinci- 
dence and exaggeration abound. There are numerous 
with regard matters Catholic faith and 
practice but for the most part they are minor and are the 
characteristically made one whose knowledge 
things Catholic merely superficial. The theatrical tone 
and the melodramatic style treatment throw the major 
characters out normal perspective and give instead 
typical Hollywood models. The author’s attempts 
humanize, according the Hollywood ideal, the char- 
acters Father Paul and the Bishop result picturiza- 
tions about level with the Crosby role Going 
Way. More objectionable, though fairly character, are 
the expressions used the atheist speaking the 
Immaculate Conception and the Blessed Virgin. The 
language this case definitely vulgar. The author 
knows little about miracles and betrays that lack knowl- 
edge when refers the revivification the community 
first seemingly-authentic miracle occur 
America”. Recently newsworthy accounts the canoni- 
Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini, mention only 
instance, record several miracles American origin. 
Like many movie The Miracle the Bells too facilely 
optimistic; reform comes about too easily and quickly 
either complete, permanent solid. spite the 
various lapses enumerated above however the novel does 
not seem unsuitable for adult consumption although 
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can accepted only light entertainment reading. 
Catholic Book Club---September Selection 
Constantino, Sam. Tale the Twain. Harper. 
amily) Aug. 28, 1946. 295p. $2.50. 
The Tale the Twain earnest story and should 
left all who are sincerely and unselfishly concerned 
the problems world peace, particularly the prob- 
lem race prejudice. story Americans and Japs 
began war the Pacific. 
with With balance that springs from the depth his own 
the understanding, the author has portrayed his characters 
the various elements that jeopardize the restoration 
peace and the social reconstruction necessary for har- 
monious relations between East and West, between the 
and the yellow races: personal antipathy, economic 
resentment and industrial exploitation, political maneuver- 
ing and hateful revenge. 
pictures the comparatively few among both peoples, 
grasp the broad implications democracy and realize 
ant} the need for intelligent indoctrination, not with any view 
become} toward national political domination, but rather with 
View toward international safeguard individual rights. 
stor, The story affords broad view national characteristics 
orms which must understood order ward off prejudice. 
his demonstrates the far-reaching influence kindly treat- 
cides ment the Japanese student the Japanese American 
busines citizen; the grief and sadness that result from distrust and 
discrimination. 
highlights the effects propaganda Japan, the re- 
stricted diet people whose entire civilization has been 


toiling people who 


built sacred ancestral tradition. 


Constantino Marshall 


general learned only how read and became the vic- 
tims deception this sacred tradition was used 
cloak the ambitions unscrupulous Japanese Military. 


sounds the menace American prejudice and desire 
for revenge the atrocities war are revealed. points 
with hope toward the possibility extending the influence 
the Japanese who have been educated the American 
tradition. But the story ends the disappointment 
those who would try bring the educators and poli- 
ticians assembled for post-war conference the practical 
realization the peace emergency. sounds note 
warning. 


The author Amen, Amen has written novel pur- 
pose, some may call propaganda. But may well 
read for international propagation the spirit under- 
standing which the essential safeguard peace among 
nations. 

s 


Marshall, Bruce. Yellow Tapers for Paris. Hough- 
ton Mifflin. Aug. 29, 1946. 294p. $2.50. 


The decline and fall France the late 1930’s and 
1940’s mirrored this novel about the “little people” 
Paris. Through the discussions Bigou the account- 
ant, Chanu the butcher, Bacqueroét the maimed and 
blinded World War veteran, Baco the café proprietor, 
the Abbé Pécher, and few others see France divided 
from the lower through upper classes. parties 
and opinions are halved and quartered and subdivided 
that there chance for majority opinion action 
anything. Only the rich with money-mania achieve 
their goal; they are depicted the persons MM. 
Terrasse and Dupont, Bigou’s employers: are content 
let them enjoy their lot this world. 


Bigou, the accountant for large French heating firm, 
the underpaid, overworked employee, typical Milque- 
toast, who wants the right thing but who also 
bound respect for routine and patriotism and fear that 
his actions come chiefly the result participation 
mob activity drink-won confidence. the characters 
Mademoiselle Turbigo, prostitute, and the Abbé 
Pécher and the soldier Bacqueroét, read the moral. 
For the first one became follower Mary Magdalene’s 
way; the Abbé showed how men were ennobled suffer- 
ing, and Bacqueroét the voice conscience the café 
group, showing that the blame for France’s fall rests upon 
Frenchmen themselves. 


One can easily read into Yellow Tapers lesson for 
Americans. have too the divisions opinion be- 
tween little men and the moneyed and political groups; 
too are materialists like Terrasse the employer and 
Baco the café proprietor; too can accuse ourselves 
injustice the underpaid Bigous; above all, see here 
the turning away from religion favor pure material- 
ism. this novel, even more than The World, the 
Flesh and Father Smith, Mr. Marshall employs the un- 
usual phrase awaken his readers: “The guilty (will) 
howked from hell” (p. 61); “another tired priest yob- 
bling away” (p. 197); “another priest was baptizing 
baby, hoicking grand rate” (p. 197); “the squat figure 
soldier his bumphled uniform” (p. 
sharp words spare neither priest nor patrician. One 
could hardly imagine more acidulous treatment re- 
ligious service than that the funeral Bigou’s wife. 


| : 


Probably for these reasons Marshall may strong meat 
but yet adults should become acquainted with one who 
ranks with Evelyn Waugh style and, mind, above 
him interest. 


Frank, Waldo. Island the Atlantic. Duell. Sept. 
1946. 503p. $3.00. 


This long, rambling, inconclusive novel story New 
York City beginning during the Draft Riots 1863 and 
ending shortly before the First World War. the 
story family, concentrating one central character 
and following his path through life seeks the mean- 
ing man’s existence. also purports the story 


the development the modern American scene and 
the modern American people, people who began with 
hope but developed only confusion and despair. 


Jonathan Hartt, the son minor Jewish merchant, met 
Evan Cleeve, the son wealthy but corrupt corpora- 
tion lawyer, during the dangerous days the Draft Riots 
1863 when the voice the people attempted make 
itself articulate only crushed the power the 
wealthy. The two boys formed immediate friendship 
though their natures and backgrounds were essentially 
different. The friendship continued through school and 
later helped result partnership after both had be- 
come lawyers. Jonathan was upright, idealistic, zealous 
reformer the evils which could see developing 
the financial and political life the day while Evan be- 
came, his father was, the friend and co-operator 
dishonest politicians. The partnership flourished until 
Evan deliberately wrecked causing evidences his 
conduct fall into Jonathan’s hands and forcing him 
publish them. did this order force break with 
his past life and force himself seek personal integrity 
elsewhere. 


Evan went west Ohio where became professional 
musician. married Rachel Lorne but never really 
loved her and Rebecca, the child that marriage, was 
loveless also. After several years dropped his music 
and became little better than nihilistic idler. When his 
father attempted reconciliation Evan helped hasten his 
death and then deserted his wife and child return 
Jonathan whose home died, frustrated, incomplete, 
unfulfilled. the dissolution the partnership Jona- 
than’s rapid rise lawyer halted and all his efforts for 
reform were abandoned. His own life became empty and 
although was married the charming and sympathetic 
Greta Mendis they could never achieve the proper rap- 
port. his son Jeff grew Jonathan’s life became 
emptier and more meaningless though his quest for mean- 
ing became more intensified. Jeff married Corinna, the 
daughter Tammany contractor, thus further outraging 
Jonathan’s sensibilities and then proceeded fall love 
with Evan’s daughter, Rebecca, girl whose life was also 
meaningless save for the stimulus provided conflict. 
the same time Marius Schmitt, anarchist radical 
and Jonathan’s illegitimate son earlier sin with 
servant girl, seeks Rebecca and she accepts the two, stir- 
ring them violence until Jeff kills Marius moment 
rage during interlude French village. Returning 
New York Jonathan perishes when the Cosmopolis, 
world’s newest and safest liner, sinks after colliding with 
iceberg but not before has found his life’s significance 
preserving Jeff from death. 


Frank Fabricant Wodehouse 


novel Mr. Frank’s attempt dull and boring, 
read and wearisome its repetitive detail 
logical self-analysis. Its background picture the 
velopment the modern American scene 
incomplete and usually given only psychological jp, 
plication. The central theme inconclusively 
and seems end only the acceptance the 
for preserving the species the significant factor 
existence. significant note that Jonathan 
abandoned the idea God and, although felt seng 
sin and loss for time, soon dismissed 
unbalanced life developed. The book picture 
confusion, incompleteness and inconclusiveness 
based solely modern humanism. Objectionable fe, 
tures include blasphemy (p. 16), occasional profanity 
condonation sexual immorality. All all, the bog 
seems suitable only for mature adult readers, though 
difficult see how they could derive much value from 


* * 


Fabricant, Noah and Heinz Werner, Editors. 
Treasury Doctor Stories. Fell. Sept. 13, 
493p. $3.00. 


publishing circles these futile forties may well 
known the Age Anthologies. Almost every pub 
lisher has least one and many have several 
profitable ventures which are being promoted 
through the various media the book trade. Most 
these anthologies contain material for whose 
little just cause can found either literary value 
content. Perhaps the whole anthology craze 
another expression the literary ineptitude our 
ineptitude not only from the standpoint production 
but from that consumption well. There are 
too many agencies engaged spoon-feeding the 
public (at profit all concerned except the readers) 
and there entirely too little selectivity the 
the reader augur well either for good writing good 
reading. 


these things they may, the present collection jus 
that, mere collection previously 
stories and excerpts from longer works, having little 
common save that somewhere other each 
doctor nurse appears character. Some them 
are really “doctor” stories; others the doctors are 
incidental. The basis for selection seems have bee 
the status the author’s name rather than the value 
the story. Cronin, Buck, Hemingway, Maugham, Benet, 
Hecht, Caldwell, Kantor, London representative 
names and the list stretches thirty-five. Many the 
stories are interesting; some are dull; one two 
humorous. Most them are unobjectionable but some 
contain profanity and the usual sex. general the book 


seems suitable for adult reading but need not recom 
mended highly. 


Wodehouse, Joy the Morning. Doubleday. 
Aug. 22, 1946. 281p. $2.00. 


Sixty-five ripe old age which attempt the weary 
climb back popularity, especially when, between now 
and the piping days 1939, which year Oxford 
versity made Pelham Grenville Wodehouse Doctor 
Letters, and James Agate, Hilaire Belloc, Evelyn 
and Wyndham Lewis headed the critical parade 
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him the premier comic genius our day, 
there stretches weary valley Humiliation, war im- 
prisonment, social ostracism and literary boycott. 
longer does the B.B.C. ban the blithe lyrics once wrote 
for Kern’s Bill; longer Northern Irish 
circulating libraries withdraw his books from their shelves; 
longer ideology-conscious intellectuals find traces 
crypto-Fascism his carefree harlequinades; longer 
are there demands Parliament, there were late 
December that stand trial traitor cheek 
with Joyce and Amery; longer does the French 
government insist that their summer visitor proscribed 
war Criminal. But the great “slick” magazines, which 
once competed for his serial rights, will not touch the 
adventures Jeeves and Bertie, last the 
Woosters, with tongs for commercial journalism must 
needs ultra-cautious. And only this summer did Ameri- 
can and British publishers venture put out new 
the man who was once their surest and most 
valued property. must seem “Plautus” Wodehouse 
his former adoring public had suddenly been trans- 
formed into the staring, multiplied masks disapproving 
Aunt Agathas and Roderick Glossops, looking down their 
angry noses his Ukridge-Wooster self. And Jeeves 
tap, either, admirable Crichton fairy godfather 
extricate him from the plight got into when 
played Bertie the Adlon’s somber corridors and broad- 
cast over the Berlin radio when England was war. 


For that all the celebrated affaire Wodehouse really 
amounts to: incredible political innocence which 
duly noted down Harry Flannery Assignment 
Berlin; more than trace middle-aged solicitude about 
creature comforts, you will; but, more than the other 
factors put together, typical Wooster monkeyshines 
world which, his well-intentioned consternation, had 
suddenly ceased being all gas and gaiters and martini 
cocktails Touquet. Luckily for Wodehouse, the 
British are notoriously good-natured—as Irish journalist 
uncharitably put it, “they have memories, only poli- 
Already has champions, although must 
wince such defenses George Orwell’s suggestion that 
was “framed” Nazi propagandist Plack much the 
Gestapo “framed” French pugilist Carpentier. Perhaps 
something this wretched unease mind shows through 
Joy the Morning perhaps only the inexorable 
law time which decrees that the greatest writers, Scott 
and Thackeray well Wodehouse, must end imitat- 
ing when they not actually repeat themselves. What- 
ever the explanation, Joy the Morning, while still the 
great tradition, not Wodehouse his happiest. 


This not say not very good, and very, very funny. 
Synopsis, G.K.C. once demonstrated Wodehouse’s 
regard, deliriously inadequate convey any true idea 
the Wodehouse high-jinks; there certain mad order 
the Wooster cosmos, certain iron-bound causation, 
but does not shimmer through the chain-mail 
For what worth, then, here, approximately, 
what happens Joy the Morning: Bertie, haled 
down, against his will, Steeple Bumpleigh gratify 
imperative desire for spot fishing, finds him- 
engaged the usual mare’s nest engagements 
walking horrors the shapes lady novelists whose dust 
jackets feature female with green, oblong face sniffing 
ata purple lily”, pursuit old school tie acquaintances 
turned pantomime policemen, persecution the hands 


Wodehouse 


infantine monsters Scouting guise. older 
Bertram than are used to—never fear, though, only 
year so—old enough, any rate, give the major 
portion his time working out happy resolution for 
the love affair Boko Fittleworth and Nobby Hopwood, 
instead concerning himself primarily with the unravel- 
ling his own dire coils and complots. Everything comes 
unstuck the end through the mediumship that 
august deus machina, Jeeves. Lord Worplesdon 
circumvented; Florence Craye shaken off into the wait- 
ing arms Stilton Cheesewright; and master and man 
tool off their familiar two-seater the welcoming 
bourne the Bollinger bar and the safer London company 
those fellow drones, Freddy Widgeon, Barmy Fother- 
ingay-Phipps, and Catsmeat Potter-Pirbright. 


While there are few felicities ticked off, the 
maestro’s old tricks still stand up. still the poet 
slang, British and American; has still unequalled 
command comic dialogue; the cumulative effect the 
Wodehouse brand the humorous simile just im- 
perceptible while the spell working, just devastating, 
just Homeric ever. His universe remains more uni- 
formly malign than Hardy, with the law fortuitous 
coincidence and maleficent chance still more invariable 
operation; but the animae resurgentes his dauntless 
mortals rebuff any pessimistic literary nonsense about the 
“President the Immortals” doing them the eye. 
views man’s estate that toad under harrow, but 
there’s always kick the bufonian hindquarter against 
the slings and arrows outrageous Fortune. Jeeves, who 
one those creations, like d’Artagnan and Mrs. Proudie, 
whom one can never get enough, continues his im- 
perturbably perfect way, walking embodiment what 
Thorstein Veblen meant when penned his animadver- 
sions “vicarious spending” the Theory the Leisure 
Class—that is, you want take sociological view 
this paragon and joy, which most emphatically not. 
The map Woostershire still configured with such 
delicious eye-popping wyverns Uncle Percy. The quin- 
tessential Wodehouseismus can heard delectable in- 
tervals, this uncontestable aphorism: “One prefers, 
course, all occasions stainless and above re- 
proach, but, failing that, the next best thing 
tionably have got rid the body.” 


Critics will continue convict the Wodehouse cosmos 
unreality, Wodehouse were ever ambitious such 
paltry thing mere reality. Elmer Davis can dismiss 
Edwardian; George Orwell can remark that “Bertie 
Wooster, ever existed, was killed round about 1915”; 
and there measure truth their strictures. Waugh’s 
reflection that the Wooster world, like all comic universes, 
independent fairyland, penetrates much closer 
the truth. For all its exquisite artificiality, like that 
Restoration comedy, though sans its grossness, has, 
nevertheless, definite correspondence with some sort 
social reality. Waugh’s, Arlen’s, Milne’s, Saki’s May- 
fair scene translated the plane absolute comedy, 
almost the mathematical sense the word, without 
any satirical axe grind whatsoever, essentially inno- 
cent universe wherein the all-absorbing preoccupation 
the question whether fathead like Boko Fittleworth may 
entrusted the important task selecting appropriate 
costume for the East Wibley fancy-dress ball. “He was 
the sort chap who might quite easily come back with 
couple Pierrots.” 


This note innocence deserves further comment the 
light the perennially vexing problem finding suitable 
reading fare for adolescence. Orwell, paying him back- 
handed compliment, once noted that how closely “Wode- 
house sticks conventional morality can seen from 
the fact that nowhere his books there anything 
the nature sex joke. This enormous sacrifice 
for farcical writer make”. Given Wodehouse’s tem- 
perament, probably sacrifice all; but this 
may be. all events, parents and educators are 
wise and not deterred any snobbish dread that popu- 
lar humorist like Wodehouse cannot possibly “liter- 
ought recruit for him considerable and 
eager audience assembled virginibus puerisque. 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Stimpson, George. Book About Thousand 
Things. Harper. Aug. 1946. 552p. $3.50. 


That this “treasury odd and fascinating information” 
should Book the Month Club dividend another 
indication the current relish for tidbits data, whether 
connected logic not. This not say that Mr. 
Stimpson’s book not good one; think well done 
but that people who use books for reference will find 
more valuable than those who read for pleasure self- 
education. elaborate fashion defines many words 
find the ordinary dictionary such 
“kitty” pool card game; explains some common 
abbreviations little hard locate such 8vo. and 
12mo.; exceptionally good explaining many com- 
mon quotations, e.g., the political saw that man must 
sometimes rise above principle”; goes into correct usage, 
preferring “consensus opinion” the plain 
word, and Pittsburgh the form without the 
delves into etymology and history and literature and, 
above all, the curiosa science, e.g., “Do any birds ever 
sing while the ground?” answering many these 
1,000-odd questions more complete than such stand- 
ard tools Stevenson’s Home Book Quotations 
Mencken’s New Dictionary Quotations, the Dictionary 
American English, the Encyclopedia Britannica the 
Americana but course each those tools answers thou- 
sands and even hundreds thousands items not men- 
tioned Mr. Stimpson’s title. Just example, Mr. 
Stimpson better his verbal definition watermarks 
than the Americana but superseded the treatment 
the Britannica, partly because the latter’s incorpora- 
tion splendid half-tone illustrations. 


fairly good index adds the reference value this 
Book About Thousand Things which can recom- 
mended fair reference book, complementing the 
standard dictionaries and encyclopedias. 


Baldwin, Woman Her Way. Rinehart. 


Aug. 22, 1946. 309p. $2.50. 


How closely Miss Baldwin’s fiftieth novel follows the 
pattern its predecessors this reviewer, meeting the au- 
thor for the first time, position say. The 
answer must sought among her feminine admirers who 
dream the lives her heroines faithfully they live 
their own. 


Best SELLER 


For their latest they have Meg Duncan, born 
York’s gaslight era poor but respectable 
couple. seventeen she married the gay and charmiy 
Johnny Lewis whose itinerant nature takes him away 
home for longer and longer periods time. With 
aid her widowed mother Meg raises her three 
and supports the family, working dressmaker for th: 
wealthier families. The crisis her life comes when sh: 
called upon decide between going west with 
husband becoming fashionable modiste under 
sponsorship prominent socialite, Elsie 
Having chosen the latter course her rise 
meteoric while her role wife and mother fades into 
background. the gay nineties yield the new 
Meg’s children grow up, are married and beget 
their own. Sons are swept away the maelstrom 
war never return. Meanwhile Johnny, having fathere 
two children Mexican, passes into eternity. 


During all the years Meg’s separation from her 
her host male admirers grows proportion 
female enviers. But only her later years, wher 
she has reached the top career woman, that 
fashions second marriage with one, Julius Maloff. 


storyteller heartaches and triumphs Miss 
knows how satisfy her eager audience. Her 
smooth and simple and the situations not too 
drawn. There are moments tenseness, and not 
melodramatics. But when come her 
face big question-mark. Morally, they have much 
learn. For one and all there only one thing 
life—wealth and success. They live divorce, folloy 
the moderns’ method limiting their families, enjoy thei 
mistresses openly and flagrantly. Only once 
long life does she ever enter church. When asked 
her second husband why she indulged 
interludes between marriages she amusingly admits tha 
her mother was the main obstacle. Those are the peopk 
you meet. Perhaps they characterize the spirit the 
era which the author strives portray. And they 
what her avid fans desire they may have them. 
readers will not concerned with Woman Her 
nowhere. 


New York City 


Hewlett, John. Cross the Moon. 
House. Sept. 1946. 316p. $2.75. 


This chronicle life and manners and around 
Grove, Georgia, during the year 1918, belongs 
“new” realistic school Southern fiction, now grown 
almost shop-worn and wearisome its “moonlight 
magnolias” predecessor. 


The opening chapter introduces Cross the 
hero, Johnny Beane, runaway from Leafy Grove turned 
hobo, lies empty coal car freight train, 
crossing desert New Mexico. Johnny has been hurt 
ing the car, and lies bewildered with pain, his mind 
becomes filled with “flashback” pictures his 
Georgia. 


Mr. Hewlett handles this device somewhat clumsily, 
some the episodes the narrative that follows wer 
unknown Johnny. 


However, 
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However, taking the story stands, are told how 
school teacher scandalized Methodist meeting 
publicly confessing her sinful desire for Johnny; how 
Tom Beane flogged his innocent son for having won the 
heart; how Sunday School superintendent In- 
denouncing scandal-mongers, inadvertently insulted 
pillar the church (an excruciatingly funny 
passage, you happen regard all reference the 
human hind quarters excruciatingly funny); how 
Brother Inskip sent his pretty illegitimate “colored” daugh- 
North, with instructions thereafter pass herself off 
“white”; how Dr. Smith, the village “atheist”, healed 
lohnny Beane’s flagellation stripes and taught him read 
Ingersoll, Darwin, Thomas Paine, Dreiser and Brann; how 
father burned Johnny’s library cook dinner 
(in spite the fact that books burn kitchen stove 
readily brick-bats); how, year before, Johnny, 
looking out the kitchen window, had seen cross the 
moon and thought sign approaching Judgment 
Day (but his father had explained away the miracle 
being due the screen the window); how Aunt Duty, 
the Negro servant, encouraged Johnny run away; how 
Bishop Grigg (Methodist) fell prey bad dreams and 
ecided marry Miss Cora, Johnny’s disgraced school 
and how she rejected him because his mouth 
looked like pig’s snout; how Punkie Brown, sometime 
“white man’s nigger”, violated and murdered the child- 
bride, Dainty Hathaway, and was lynched (here have 
wealth description that would have delighted 
Sade); how Bishop Grigg first cursed and then prayed 
for the lynchers; how Dr. Smith dreamed Jesus Christ had 
come Leafy Grove, run for mayor, and been defeated 
practically acclamation; how Johnny, accused, justly 
this time, visiting the Negro section with lecherous 
motives, was flogged his father and ran away, helped 
forty cents from Aunt Duty and forty dollars from 


Dr. Smith. 


Then are switched back Johnny, groaning his 
coal car. spitting blood and saying the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


Finally comes epilogue which Dr. Smith writing 
Johnny. adds the letter the pile unsent ones 
(he knows address for them) which Johnny will 
never see. 
Cross the Moon reads like second-rate imitation 
Mencken, unfit for any but intellectually mature 
adults and recommended one. 

Winston, 

Richmond, Virginia 


Smith, Allen. Rhubarb. Doubleday. 
1946. 301p. $2.00. 


Allen seems replacing the late Thorne 
purveyor modern filth which appeals certain por- 
tion the reading public because the smart and shallow 
style which written. Rhubarb Mr. Smith’s first 
incursion into the field the novel and like his other 
books soaring quickly into the higher levels best 
lists. 


July 11, 


When Thad Banner, misanthropic millionaire, disin- 
herits his illegitimate and hepcat daughter Myra, leaves 
his fortune, including baseball team, the New York 
Loons, Rhubarb, big yellow mongrel cat who attacks 


Smith Howe 


any dog sight. Young Eric Yeager the executor 
the will and Rhubarb’s guardian. becomes involved 
series ridiculous incidents stemming from the cat’s 
growing popularity and also becomes involved with 
Polly Pinckley, wealthy, over-amorous girl who ad- 
dicted weight lifting. Myra tries break the will but 
judge, whose hobby translating Faith Baldwin’s books 
into Greek, decides, the face conflicting report 
from lunacy commission, that Rhubarb sane and 
bookie, named Doom, uncovers evidence proving that 
Myra not Banner’s daughter. The case quashed and 
the New York Loons, perennially cellar team, 
win the pennant and eventually the series under the 
aegis Rhubarb’s luck. 


This novel, seemingly satire cafe society and human- 
ity general and line with the author’s previous works, 
one the most nauseating that this reviewer has ever 
been forced read. The humor the wise-cracking, 
smart-alec variety and the book full profanity, vul- 
garity, suggestiveness and downright obscenity. The in- 
cidents involved are far too numerous and disgusting 
mention here; more printable one invloves the desire 
character (pp. 141-142) found order nuns 
especially devoted caring for cats. Altogether the book 
extremely objectionable and can not recommended 
any class reader. 


Howe, Helen. Happy Few. Simon and Schuster. 
June 28, 1946. 345p. $2.75. 


The intelligent reader will probably shudder much that 
finds Happy Few, but should not sur- 
prised; needs only remember the principle 
For the noxious immorality and false humanism 
found here are but the inevitable outgrowths the natu- 
ralism from which they spring. 


The author has done creditable piece work her 
analysis the New England intellectuals who have long 
since prided themselves being the torchbearers 
American culture. She has lived with these people, and 
knows them well. Inexorably, she turns the spotlight 
the exclusive snobbishness the private school set, the 
Harvard clique, the “art for art’s sake” mentality, the 
synthetic moral code which dictates that the only mortal 
sin not have read James Joyce. ugly picture. 


For her protagonist, Miss Howe has created beautiful 
but shallow young woman, Dorothea Natwick. Doro- 
thea’s father, who “something freak, though 
ornamental and distinguished one” the faculty 
Saint Cuthbert’s School; her mother calls herself, with 
satisfaction, Liberal Pagan. Writing them Miss Howe 
says, “They were entirely delighted with the high, bright 
tableland intellectual enlightenment where they moved 
—fanned the cheerful breezes open mind, and 
removed from the pitfalls prejudice and convention 
which beset the rest stumbling humanity”. 


When the time comes for Dorothea marry, she chooses 
one John Calcott, fine young scholar and one the 
few worthwhile characters the book. Forthwith she 
starts glittering social career and surrounds herself 
with Little Group—a select assembly people who 
“do things” and who are above all 
the development this stage the novel that the author 


100 


her best; the dialogue sure-fire and the satire very 
often superb. 


With the outbreak World War II, John goes into the 
service, and after enduring loneliness and boredom for 
short time, Dorothea becomes the mistress Gordon 
Cavitt, very rich and completely ignoble rake. When 
John killed action, and Gordon leaves her, Dorothea 
finds herself alone the world, without anchor, and with 
all the values which she ever lived showing last 
their emptiness and futility. 


This book will undoubtedly have wide popular appeal 
due its snappy, easy-to-read style. Because the sug- 
gestiveness some the situations, the book does not 
belong high school shelves, but adults might read 
some profit. 


Baker, George. The New Sad Sack. 
Schuster. June 21, 1946. $2.00. 


Cartoon addicts are familiar with George Baker’s ludicrous 
and sympathy-inspiring character “the bewildered civilian 
trying soldier” Sad Sack. Those cartoons were 
feature Yank and collection has already been pub- 
lished under the title, The Sad Sack. The present collec- 
tion the same type—the military misfit trying his 
best live army standards but always failing, always 
managing things wrong, always the butt any joke, 
always disgrace with authority—the lowest step the 
ladder upon whom everybody tramples. There are the 
usual cartoons general army life but some are slanted 
toward events the immediate past, occupation, transfer 
and finally, demobilization. general the cartoons are 
humorous and somewhat significant but several are overly 
suggestive meaning and occasionally drawing. 
whole the collection suitable for adults. 


Simon and 


Hurok, Impresario. Random House. May 27, 


1946. 219p. $3.00. 


This entertaining and informative autobiography. 
From hardware salesman great theatrical producer 
long stretch any standard, and yet one does not wonder 
that happened Hurok. The man’s ability make 
friends, his capacity for hard work, his kindliness, and 
above all his genuine interest music and art all con- 
tribute this remarkable success story. 


The author was born Russia, but like many impover- 
ished citizens that vast country, came early 
age the United States. After the usual jobs street 
car conductor, bottle washer, bakery assistant, etc., 
decided that his metier was the theatre and presto!—in 
time all was managing the concerts Zimbalist 


Garden City! 


Throughout his life was the friend the great 
and near great. Moving through these pages are such 
figures Isadora Duncan, Chaliapin, Anna Pavlova, Mary 
Wigman, Artur Rubenstein, Alicia Markova, Shostako- 
vitch, and score others. discusses his memories 


Baker Hurok Index 


SELLER 


each one, Mr. Hurok has few highly 
anecdotes concerning the star, heretofore unknown 
unpublished. has delicious sense humor, anj 
(wonder wonders!) does not take himself too 
There are many lovely touches the book, also. Th; 
story Marion Anderson’s rise fame, well th: 
appreciative tribute her splendid character one 
will warm the heart almost any reader. 

Because his background and ancestry, the author 
almost maudlin his praise everything Russian. 
has succeeded, remarkable degree, turning 
historical commentary the theatre, ballet, and mug. 
cal development this country during the last thre 
decades. 
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